mediately above, being shale and clay, require
careful buttressing, and, the outcrop coal having
been removed by the North-Western Eailway,
work at the face is carried on under increasingly
difficult conditions. The coal is extremely fri-
able and even at the pit head is largely du'st.
The quality of the labour to work the mines is
bad, and its. quantity very uncertain.

58* Dandot coal is very bad steam coal,
so much so that at Khewra, two miles away,
' where its price is Es. 8 as compared with Bengal
Es. 17, it has been entirely abandoned in favour
of the latter, which is said to give three times
as much work. It is however supplied to the
Lahore Electric Supply Company, the only con-
siderable plant using it. Practically the whole
Dandot output is now devoted to brick biTrn-
ing, and hence when, during the rainy sea-
son, no bricks are manufactured, there is no
demand for Dandot coaL There is therefore a
veicy marked slack season, during which however
the mines must be kept open, and labour paid.
It is not therefore, on the whole, surprising that
the outturn per man per year is only one-third
of the amount similarly calculated in-Bengal.
The proprietors are considering the possibility
of improving on the present state of affairs by
using electric coal cutters, power being available
on the spot. Such an installation would intro-
duce many economies and would probably pay.